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Biofuels war has broken out in Africa. 

Newspaper headlines have not 

proclaimed it but the gist of it is already 

out. Big money profiteers from Europe 

and United States are rushing to Africa 

in a new scramble for the continent, 

transforming large swathes of arable 

land into massive biofuels plantations.

Local but poor populations in many 

parts of Africa are increasingly being 

driven deeper into economic obscurity 
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yet 60% of them still depend on 

agriculture for survival. Another 60% of that eke out a living by subsistence farming and animal husbandry.

The World Bank has been sitting on a secret report since April that says biofuels are responsible for the global food crisis; food prices have risen 75% because of the 

impact of the search for alternative fuels through the use of food products. 

African civil society is calling for a moratorium on new biofuels investments in Africa amid concern that that the biofuels revolution will bring more food insecurity, higher 

food prices and hunger to the continent. 

●     » Read more on Africa 

●     » Read more on Ethiopia 

In Tanzania, thousands of farmers growing cereals like corn and rice are already being evicted from fertile land with good access to water, for biofuel sugar cane and 

jatropha plantations on newly privatized land. 

According to the anti biofuels investment campaigners, whole villages are being cleared or grabbed, but families have been given minimal compensation or opportunities 

for their loss of land, community and way of life.

Endangered wildlife are not spared too. It is claimed one European investor has 

been granted 13,000 hectares of land in Oromia state; 87% of which is the Babile 

Elephant Sanctuary, a home to rare and endangered elephants.

Spiegel Online reported today how African governments and local farmers were 

being showered with promises by these big money spenders out on a green gold 

mad rush on the continent and further questioned if the frenzy was a form of 

economic colonialism.

Sun Biofuels, a British firm, has been granted free of charge a 99 year lease by the 

Tanzanian authorities to put 9,000 hectares or 22,230 acres of farmland under 

biofuels crop in exchange of a paltry $20 million (€13 million) corporate social 

responsibility investment to build roads and schools, among other amenities.

This deal follows dozens others involving firms from Netherlands, the United States, Sweden, Japan, Canada and Germany, the German website reported. It is 

emerging that the US and Europe may be in a trade war over biofuels subsidies.

To prove that the biofuels scramble has nothing to do with alternative fuels but profit, profit and more profit, Spielgel reported that Prokon, a German company switched 

from its primary business of producing wind turbines to growing jatropha curcas, now the catch phrase of African biofuels, in a land area the size of Luxembourg. It is a 
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shrub with toxic seeds which contain a high percentage of oil used for candles, soap and biodiesel production.

But skeptical European scientists, alarmed by the impact of biofuels on skyrocketing food prices, are pushing the European Union to back away from its commitment to 

eco-fuel. Part of this skepticism, however, means that while the Western world pursues biofuels, caution demands that other lands must be found to cultivate the crop, 

and Africa fits the bill.

With China also looming in the picture, Africa could just be the perfect battle ground of the Biofuels Armageddon. Sadly, her role, as in most other economic wars, will be 

that of the grass on which two elephants fight. 

Image credits: (Top): Edwardyanquen; and (above) Treesftf at Flickr under a Creative Commons license
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3 Comments 

1.  

 Tyson Bennett said on September 8th, 2008 at 1:48 am 
Dear Sam,

Excellent article, what you are doing is vital for all Africa at this time. Jatropha based biodiesel has the potential to greatly help or harm Africa. Someone needs to keep a 
close eye on each project and report any injustistices along with the positive effects to the wider world.

In this way public pressure can be placed on those not operating ethically and investment channeled to those companies that are doing the right thing. From my 
experience Jatropha Biodiesel has many positive effects in Asia. I believe that it can do the same in Africa. However, the African nations and people will have to be 
vigilant.

Regards, 
Tyson Bennett

2.  

 Meghan Sapp said on September 8th, 2008 at 7:21 am 
Biofuels offer African countries not only a value-added export product, but also a way to off-set expensive petroleum imports through local production of biomass-based 
fuel for transport and electricity. But with all good things, there is the potential for exploitation.

One of the first steps in avoiding this exploitation is to work closely with governments in order to establish domestic biofuel policies and clear outlines for investment. By 
establishing guidelines early on, in an open and transparent forum, countries can set the stage for sustainable investment in biofuels that benefits the country and its 
citizens while protecting its workers, landowners, small-scale farmers and environment. 

Leaving these kinds of policies until too late risks creating a “land grab” situation that leaves farmers and rural populations out of the potential benefits that biofuels 
offers. 

Partners for Euro-African Green Energy (PANGEA) calls on all African governments to establish domestic biofuel and biofuel investment policies before allowing 
intensive investment to begin. A Brussels-based NGO, we offer a hand to those governments interested in pursuing sustainable policies and a voice for local producers 
in the European policy sphere.

3.  
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 Adam said on September 9th, 2008 at 7:21 pm 
We don’t need to get fuels such as ethanol from bio sources. We can get all we need from our garbage with the use of Plasma Converters. These impressive machines 
safely and economically process wastes (hazardous or not) in any form, rendering them harmless. From this waste various alternate fuels such as ethanol and hydrogen 
are derived. Plasma Converters are from 1,000 to 100,000 times cleaner than current EPA emissions standards; no stack is required. While transforming garbage into 
ethanol and hydrogen the machine regularly achieves a volume reduction of 300:1. Because of this technology incinerators are a thing of the past (thank God). Even the 
best incinerators pour out disgusting amounts of dioxin and furans. That’s the stuff that makes flipper babies. Landfills, formerly stinky liabilities, are now potential 
sources of energy and revenue. Plasma Converters represent a paradigm shift regarding how we perceive waste and recycling. And wouldn’t it make much more sense 
to keep corn as a food rather than an expensively processed “fuel”? I find rhetorical questions annoying too, sorry about that. Don’t take my word for it. This information 
is out there and easily accessed. Look at Startech Environmental Corp. or “howstuffworks.com”.

Tell us what you think:

 Name (required) 

 Mail (will not be published) (required) 

 Website 

  
●     Welcome to ...

EcoWorldly

EcoWorldly brings you news on sustainable 

successes and ecological failures in other 

countries that offer lessons for green progress 

in America. Find perspectives and news on the 

environmental movement from around the 

world.

●     Subscribe

Subscribe via RSS

What is RSS?

Sign Up for the Green Options 

Newsletter 

http://ecoworldly.com/2008/09/06/biofuels-war-the-new-scramble-for-africa-by-western-big-money-profiteers/ (5 of 9) [11/11/2008 11:44:46 AM]

http://ecoworldly.com/2008/09/06/biofuels-war-the-new-scramble-for-africa-by-western-big-money-profiteers/comment-page-1/#comment-12557
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/network
http://ecoworldly.com/feed/
http://greenoptions.com/feeds/
http://app.streamsend.com/public/brTP/lbo/subscribe
http://app.streamsend.com/public/brTP/lbo/subscribe


Biofuels War: The New Scramble for Africa by Western Big Money Profiteers : EcoWorldly

●     Resources

�❍     About EcoWorldly 

�❍     Discussion Forums 

�❍     News & Opinion Forums 

●       

●     Recent Comments

�❍     Korea to Decrease CO2 Emissions 

with the ‘Act on Climate Change’ : 

EcoWorldly on South Korea By Bus 

�❍     Happy Harvest from EcoWorldly! : 

EcoWorldly on Italy and “La Ruta Del 

Café” Eco-Tourism Project in the 

Dominican Republic 

�❍     the traveller on The Hacienda, 

Kenya’s First Eco-City 

�❍     vijay on Tulsi or Holy Basil - India’s 

Sacred Medicinal Herb 

�❍     Manar B .Al-Hajji on Mega Solar: the 

World’s 13 Biggest Solar Thermal 

Energy Projects

●     Archives

 

●     Categories

�❍     4270 (11) 

�❍     Africa (122) 

■     Congo (2) 

■     Ethiopia (3) 

■     Ghana (4) 

■     Kenya (30) 

 

Automotive Links

Decrease your Gas Prices by 
purchasing Hybrid Cars such as Honda 
Fit, Used Toyota Prius, Toyota 
Highlander Hybrid and many more.

http://ecoworldly.com/2008/09/06/biofuels-war-the-new-scramble-for-africa-by-western-big-money-profiteers/ (6 of 9) [11/11/2008 11:44:46 AM]

http://ecoworldly.com/about/
http://discuss.greenoptions.com/
http://discuss.greenoptions.com/viewforum.php?f=21
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/02/24/korea-to-decrease-co2-emissions-with-the-act-on-climate-change/
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/02/24/korea-to-decrease-co2-emissions-with-the-act-on-climate-change/
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/02/24/korea-to-decrease-co2-emissions-with-the-act-on-climate-change/
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/02/02/south-korea-by-bus/#comment-15559
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/11/11/happy-harvest-from-ecoworldly/
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/11/11/happy-harvest-from-ecoworldly/
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/11/07/italy-and-la-ruta-del-cafe-a-project-of-eco-tourism-in-dominican-republic/#comment-15557
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/11/07/italy-and-la-ruta-del-cafe-a-project-of-eco-tourism-in-dominican-republic/#comment-15557
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/11/07/italy-and-la-ruta-del-cafe-a-project-of-eco-tourism-in-dominican-republic/#comment-15557
http://www.enhols.com/
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/05/02/the-hacienda-kenyas-first-eco-city/#comment-15554
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/05/02/the-hacienda-kenyas-first-eco-city/#comment-15554
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/11/11/tulsi-or-holy-basil-indias-sacred-medicinal-herb/#comment-15553
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/11/11/tulsi-or-holy-basil-indias-sacred-medicinal-herb/#comment-15553
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/04/12/mega-solar-the-worlds-13-biggest-solar-thermal-energy-projects/#comment-15552
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/04/12/mega-solar-the-worlds-13-biggest-solar-thermal-energy-projects/#comment-15552
http://ecoworldly.com/2008/04/12/mega-solar-the-worlds-13-biggest-solar-thermal-energy-projects/#comment-15552
http://ecoworldly.com/category/4270/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/congo-africa/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/ethiopia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/ghana/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/kenya/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3775/3/0/%2a/a%3B208956739%3B3-0%3B0%3B28663464%3B2321-160/600%3B27189067/27206946/1%3Bu%3D0a08b1c6_2193_42433936%2C100a139073e43ee%2Cpolit%2C%3B%7Eaopt%3D3/1/ee/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://clk.atdmt.com/VON/go/103039974/direct/01/
http://www.motortrend.com/gas_prices/index.html
http://www.automobilemag.com/new_cars/27/hybrid_cars/index.html
http://www.automotive.com/new-cars/11/honda/fit/index.html
http://www.automotive.com/new-cars/11/honda/fit/index.html
http://www.internetautoguide.com/usedcars/11-int/toyota/prius/index.html
http://www.newcar.com/14/08/toyota/highlander-hybrid/index.html
http://www.newcar.com/14/08/toyota/highlander-hybrid/index.html


Biofuels War: The New Scramble for Africa by Western Big Money Profiteers : EcoWorldly

■     Mali (3) 

■     Namibia (3) 

■     Niger (2) 

■     Nigeria (5) 

■     Sierra Lione (1) 

■     South Africa (17) 

■     Tanzania (9) 

■     The Gambia (1) 

■     Zimbabwe (11) 

�❍     Antarctica (8) 

�❍     Asia (164) 

■     Burma (3) 

■     China (26) 

■     India (44) 

■     Indonesia (4) 

■     Japan (8) 

■     Korea (44) 

■     Laos (1) 

■     Malaysia (4) 

■     Middle East (17) 

■     Afghanistan (2) 

■     Bahrain (1) 

■     Iraq (5) 

■     Israel (3) 

■     Palestine (1) 

■     Singapore (3) 

■     Thailand (7) 

■     Tibet (2) 

■     Vietnam (3) 

�❍     Europe (200) 

■     Belgium (1) 

■     Denmark (2) 

■     Estonia (1) 

■     Finland (1) 

■     France (3) 

■     Germany (11) 

■     Great Britain (83) 

http://ecoworldly.com/2008/09/06/biofuels-war-the-new-scramble-for-africa-by-western-big-money-profiteers/ (7 of 9) [11/11/2008 11:44:46 AM]

http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/mali/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/namibia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/niger/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/nigeria/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/sierra-lione/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/south-africa/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/tanzania/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/the-gambia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/africa/zimbabwe/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/antarctica/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/burma/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/china/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/india/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/indonesia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/japan/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/korea/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/laos/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/malaysia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/middle-east/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/middle-east/afghanistan/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/middle-east/bahrain/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/middle-east/iraq/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/middle-east/israel/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/middle-east/palestine/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/singapore/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/thailand/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/tibet/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/asia/vietnam/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/belgium/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/denmark-europe/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/estonia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/finland/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/france/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/germany/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/great-britain/


Biofuels War: The New Scramble for Africa by Western Big Money Profiteers : EcoWorldly

■     Greece (4) 

■     Greenland (1) 

■     Italy (19) 

■     Netherlands (4) 

■     Portugal (2) 

■     Russia (3) 

■     Spain (10) 

■     Sweden (7) 

■     Switzerland (24) 

■     Turkey (2) 

�❍     Global (171) 

�❍     North America (102) 

■     Belize (1) 

■     Canada (22) 

■     Costa Rica (3) 

■     Cuba (2) 

■     Dominican Republic (1) 

■     Mexico (1) 

■     Nicaragua (3) 

■     United States of America (67) 

�❍     Oceania (50) 

■     Australia (38) 

■     New Zealand (3) 

■     Papua New Guinea (3) 

�❍     South America (81) 

■     Argentina (12) 

■     Bolivia (1) 

■     Brazil (18) 

■     Chile (8) 

■     Colombia (2) 

■     Ecuador (4) 

■     Peru (23) 

■     Uruguay (2) 

■     Venezuela (7) 

●     Green Options Tags

http://ecoworldly.com/2008/09/06/biofuels-war-the-new-scramble-for-africa-by-western-big-money-profiteers/ (8 of 9) [11/11/2008 11:44:46 AM]

http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/greece/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/greenland-europe/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/italy/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/netherlands/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/portugal/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/russia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/spain/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/sweden/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/switzerland/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/europe/turkey/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/global/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/belize/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/canada/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/costa-rica/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/cuba/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/dominican-republic/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/mexico/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/nicaragua/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/north-america/united-states-of-america/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/oceania/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/oceania/australia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/oceania/new-zealand/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/oceania/papua-new-guinea/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/argentina/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/bolivia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/brazil/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/chile/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/colombia/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/ecuador/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/peru/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/uruguay/
http://ecoworldly.com/category/south-america/venezuela/


Biofuels War: The New Scramble for Africa by Western Big Money Profiteers : EcoWorldly

Activism Agriculture Alternative Fuels 

Automobiles cars Climate 
Change Community Conservation 

Energy Environment Food 

global warming green Green Building 

Green Tech Home and Garden oil organic 

Politics recycling renewable energy 

Renewable Power Solar sustainability 

Transportation 

●     

 

EcoWorldly is a Green Options Media Production. Some Rights Reserved  

http://ecoworldly.com/2008/09/06/biofuels-war-the-new-scramble-for-africa-by-western-big-money-profiteers/ (9 of 9) [11/11/2008 11:44:46 AM]

http://greenoptions.com/tag/activism
http://greenoptions.com/tag/agriculture
http://greenoptions.com/tag/alternative-fuels
http://greenoptions.com/tag/automobiles
http://greenoptions.com/tag/cars
http://greenoptions.com/tag/climate-change
http://greenoptions.com/tag/climate-change
http://greenoptions.com/tag/community
http://greenoptions.com/tag/conservation
http://greenoptions.com/tag/energy
http://greenoptions.com/tag/environment
http://greenoptions.com/tag/food
http://greenoptions.com/tag/global-warming
http://greenoptions.com/tag/green
http://greenoptions.com/tag/green-building
http://greenoptions.com/tag/green-tech
http://greenoptions.com/tag/home-and-garden
http://greenoptions.com/tag/oil
http://greenoptions.com/tag/organic
http://greenoptions.com/tag/politics
http://greenoptions.com/tag/recycling
http://greenoptions.com/tag/renewable-energy
http://greenoptions.com/tag/renewable-power
http://greenoptions.com/tag/solar
http://greenoptions.com/tag/sustainability
http://greenoptions.com/tag/transportation
http://browsehappy.com/

http://greenoptions.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/
http://ecoworldly.com/feed/

	ecoworldly.com
	Biofuels War: The New Scramble for Africa by Western Big Money Profiteers : EcoWorldly


	OPLHEONAEMKBPMGFHPKMHHLFLFDFHKKN: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f7: 1572

	f5: Submit Comment
	f6: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: [Select Month]





