
 11 May 2016  
 

SENT TO LSU AGCENTER/LOUISIANA FOREST PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT CENTER - FOREST SECTOR / FORESTY PRODUCTS INTEREST GROUP 

1 
 

 

 
 

April 26, 2016 

National Green Building Standard Approved for Use 
By: Jessica Lyons Hardcastle 

 

The latest version of the ICC/ASHRAE 700-2015 National Green Building Standard (NGBS) has been 
approved for use by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 

The residential construction standard provides a pathway by which builders and developers may seek 
third-party green building certification of their new homes, developments and remodeling projects. 
Many cities and states offer incentives, such as rebates and additional density allowances, to builders 
and developers whose projects are NGBS-certified. 
 
According to the US Green Building Council, 62 percent of firms building new single-family homes report 
that they are doing more than 15 percent of their projects green. By 2018, that percentage is expected 
to increase to 84 percent. 
This is the third edition of the NGBS, which was first published in 2009. The International Code Council 
(ICC), the National Association of Home Builders and the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) all collaborated on the latest version. 

The associations say the new 2015 edition better aligns the NGBS with international building codes and 
“expands the application” and sustainable building and efficiency practices. 

“The updated NGBS provides designers, contractors, developers and policy makers with the most 
innovative options for minimizing a building’s environmental footprint,” said ICC chief executive officer 
Dominic Sims in a statement. 

Some significant changes to the 2015 edition are the energy efficiency chapter referencing the 2015 
International Energy Conservation Code; expanded builder options by including environmental product 
declarations for both specific and industry-wide products; and revamped stormwater management 
options that focus on low-impact development. 

In other green building news, earlier this month the US Green Building Council updated the LEED green 
building rating system in an attempt to stop illegal logging. The new pilot Alternative Compliance Path 
(ACP) credit, which is in the LEED quarterly addenda, aims to advance environmentally responsible 
forest management by rewarding project teams that proactively verify that the wood they are using is 
legal. 

http://www.environmentalleader.com/category/green-building/
http://www.homeinnovation.com/ngbsgreenincentives
http://www.usgbc.org/articles/green-building-facts
http://www.environmentalleader.com/2016/04/06/leed-green-building-credit-closes-illegal-wood-loophole/#ixzz46xZ2wSrw
http://www.environmentalleader.com/2016/04/06/leed-green-building-credit-closes-illegal-wood-loophole/#ixzz46xZ2wSrw
http://www.usgbc.org/resources/forest-products-crucial-material-leed-green-building-practices
http://www.usgbc.org/resources/forest-products-crucial-material-leed-green-building-practices
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Fax: (225) 578-4251; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
Web Site: www.LFPDC.lsu.edu  
 

 
 
President, Forest Products Society; President-Elect, WoodEMA i.a. 
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