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Are pine plantations in the US South as financially attractive now as they were in previous decades? This
seems like a fairly logical question for forestland owners when one considers long-term regional
stumpage price trends. As shown in the chart below, sawtimber price (in nominal terms) has declined
since the early 2000s while pulpwood has basically remained level over the same time period. In fact,
nominal stumpage prices for all three product categories—pine pulpwood, pine sawtimber and pine
chip-n-saw—have been relatively flat since 2008.
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To demonstrate whether pine plantations are as financially attractive as they used to be, we completed a
basic financial comparison for a theoretical timber stand harvested in 2017 versus a timber stand that
was harvested decades ago. (Unfortunately, we don’t have detailed records from actual stands on the
same piece of land for two plantation rotations.)



https://blog.forest2market.com/are-pine-plantations-in-the-us-south-profitable-investments
https://blog.forest2market.com/are-pine-plantations-in-the-us-south-profitable-investments
https://blog.forest2market.com/author/jay-engle

Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D.

Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center

Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803

Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Fax: (225) 578-4251; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931
Web Site: www.LFPDC.Isu.edu

F Louisiana

Forest
Products
abieGulll  innovate, educate, improve lives

Centar

LSUAgCenter.t:t;m

President, Forest Products Society; President, WoodEMA i.a.

foresT S
prOd 4 We

UCTS a



http://www.lfpdc.lsu.edu/

	Are Pine Plantations in the US South Profitable Investments?
	Full article: https://blog.forest2market.com/are-pine-plantations-in-the-us-south-profitable-investments

