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Timber Price Forecast 
 
Recently, we posted analysis related to forecasting North American timber prices and forest industry 
activities: 

• Forisk Forecast: U.S. Housing Starts Outlook, Q2 2018 Update 
• Tracking the Top Timberland Owners and Managers, 2018 
• Timber REIT Returns and More Timberlands Change Hands 
• Southern Timber Supplies: Investment Implications 

  
The Q2 2018 Forisk Research Quarterly (FRQ) includes industry analysis and market forecasts through 
2027 for timber prices, logging costs, lumber production, structural panels production, paper and 
paperboard, forest supplies, and wood bioenergy markets. Our feature article summarizes results from 
Forisk's fourth biennial Southern Silviculture Survey. Our market summary, "Forisk and the Trees" 
compares sawtimber price trends by region and the divergence between the Northwest and the South. 
"Forisk Facts & Figures", Forisk's quarterly "story in three slides," offers a snapshot of our research into 
North America's largest timberland owners and managers. This issue also includes updated state-level 
rankings of timber markets based on wood demand, forest supplies, and stumpage prices. Select FRQ 
findings include: 

• Macro: Real GDP grew at a 2.3% annual rate in Q1. Quarterly unemployment remained at 4.1%. 
Forisk's Score of 3.3 for the U.S. economy reflects continued topline growth though at a slower 
pace since last quarter. 

• Lumber: The Forisk Base Case projects U.S. softwood lumber consumption to increase 4.3% to 
50.2 BBFT in 2018, while production increases 7.8% to 36.8 BBFT. 

• Wood Bioenergy: Forisk is tracking 437 operating and announced bioenergy projects across the 
U.S., of which 289 pass Forisk's basic viability screening. The "viable" projects represent potential 
wood use of 77.4 million tons per year, down 0.4 million tons from the January 2018 estimate.  

o To download the free Wood Bioenergy US Summary, click here. 
o For information on the Wood Bioenergy US database, click here . 

• Log & Chip Exports: U.S. softwood log exports declined in 2017, while U.S hardwood log exports 
rose 1.7%. China remains the largest importer of U.S. logs and is increasing its market share in 
both products. Hardwood and softwood chip exports increased in 2017. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001mg_PPk-6epPl-k3YijfsgY8X_5xOf73I0PH3hjrVVlR70T0B9itR47pOy_FOhgsAzdZh2HqrABeGC1gWEakqLWZZEw9KmiA-GdP97RayaszZT4QjlcYIPt8J4Okr5Feu9vIpgTOPPlIAEx9LKj9usoSkWln1VCE7KX53j_lC75lL8uwfGjayuv6gdNmPwF98LD7rRyKIXXFVDq7fTi4c9v-Pzz0l3P93G3OEM3kZOriCSwkU37QXVH3oXcAbyc30z1kyYhcKqf9uOmxnRUlzTA%3D%3D%26c%3D0IWQkuj0r5jl9TX-r7vexanyLRUjuCcNy50YSaQ_GCunNhICGmwiBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DBDd2b2_Mw0lIBXXLLMWpDULaBeYm9aUhhId73Sa9EcuAtqLEpA-jzg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cc9c6fe1fc01f4ec4fdd208d5b6b411b8%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636615806874639332&sdata=83wuagjWXoERRai9V2WrHzaVU6V7jv7T0BxCjXhWaXM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001mg_PPk-6epPl-k3YijfsgY8X_5xOf73I0PH3hjrVVlR70T0B9itR47pOy_FOhgsAPp8nNnZ-LAMCIh8I4bd3uP39BSp_GUbPh8PGLia2X1zUYP0QFt4zh5r8lZwea48zArCmMVqq4bE5zqmGXvzHMCfxBg6tYIXEqJNarnlMnubEbM5pxqawcbR3c3YV1T4t6iee9aEsnjMYUSD8U-AW0DJhDP4iEnzv2_EQQWASo87m4JQWN3SUB7_AdVVRS_XK%26c%3D0IWQkuj0r5jl9TX-r7vexanyLRUjuCcNy50YSaQ_GCunNhICGmwiBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DBDd2b2_Mw0lIBXXLLMWpDULaBeYm9aUhhId73Sa9EcuAtqLEpA-jzg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cc9c6fe1fc01f4ec4fdd208d5b6b411b8%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636615806874639332&sdata=p9unciWVugVR7DCzIJQ7e5nm6YfYmH5%2Fuxc%2F%2F2j%2FYWc%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001mg_PPk-6epPl-k3YijfsgY8X_5xOf73I0PH3hjrVVlR70T0B9itR47pOy_FOhgsApfhcE1F9jHkIHn-mMmkEm7mL-5KgG63jbYIak-46LofelWFk6GOaMVkZkWiGUi6fARZ5FDYkK96zA-Xwe0m9cnzE19WxHo9eDJeIqMGHwNbGdI4PzMKSYdT0Y6Fd88T5dN8tXfHel2g9yT_NmCxw_vM82E4c8M2nrPNNj49pC7BAajsxNgRGuzF1YpbzZHkz%26c%3D0IWQkuj0r5jl9TX-r7vexanyLRUjuCcNy50YSaQ_GCunNhICGmwiBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DBDd2b2_Mw0lIBXXLLMWpDULaBeYm9aUhhId73Sa9EcuAtqLEpA-jzg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cc9c6fe1fc01f4ec4fdd208d5b6b411b8%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636615806874639332&sdata=ltN75Pi1vTkNbZHqRtJutethedCVEGx2N8EGijBMVu4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001mg_PPk-6epPl-k3YijfsgY8X_5xOf73I0PH3hjrVVlR70T0B9itR47pOy_FOhgsAY3vs0nbZ8c1m29uFO1Trh8L8KY-IHWHZ56zBJ8aGDrB0pgJZdGXU3bpvZtcy1TcxmUnWSUZLA11bNWKslcolmYxdt6C65zEVQDZsWBVsLgrWi1DUe7tHh6LRaL55hJtrNMYthAhA8nWOP0Ylvs3zafdZm7JI-H2JXdAOl9m11AlBe4wmSJHCoiM_E43NkVwkm6ZetmLfL5c%3D%26c%3D0IWQkuj0r5jl9TX-r7vexanyLRUjuCcNy50YSaQ_GCunNhICGmwiBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DBDd2b2_Mw0lIBXXLLMWpDULaBeYm9aUhhId73Sa9EcuAtqLEpA-jzg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cc9c6fe1fc01f4ec4fdd208d5b6b411b8%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636615806874795570&sdata=iOjE26VEbKX31GDX%2Bqp%2Bcbr06Kqw29UUl%2BLcX91uWkg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001mg_PPk-6epPl-k3YijfsgY8X_5xOf73I0PH3hjrVVlR70T0B9itR4zSh21TWLWs6SEyGR7OrB_GR_ifgJYVs6JLmQobhU3MT-ipNWDWcO8z2p-Gzhl4c3yo69cGbfwI-m3XllHwcWqPUIOQ8OqUWpiZzNlYf1LsKESRSiFCCTI8Pmr6PBFssVPjOX_U6AUrS9tpUgK_wX_TEhs9GZg8S86y7_Wzdh97XyW4e-V8kY07dMS8CEX8hAddx9gEI17mS%26c%3D0IWQkuj0r5jl9TX-r7vexanyLRUjuCcNy50YSaQ_GCunNhICGmwiBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DBDd2b2_Mw0lIBXXLLMWpDULaBeYm9aUhhId73Sa9EcuAtqLEpA-jzg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cc9c6fe1fc01f4ec4fdd208d5b6b411b8%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636615806874795570&sdata=o3QCUssl7WAJz8f8tlTXueUS%2Fhi1LEoetb3Ur0eC%2BjU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001mg_PPk-6epPl-k3YijfsgY8X_5xOf73I0PH3hjrVVlR70T0B9itR41c-hCIQ5kPINlUOD-cm6x1yFiFYwdbXj5Q1RsbHoKrn_OubxYSuNAV9ASeVULs72C8EbTj2hkMl9j2VQProHxsaNU188ACoNsylhin-b7NGMZ92EZirhsoy5va3Brv_hqlBgvbYhYy4srjdme_V1hA%3D%26c%3D0IWQkuj0r5jl9TX-r7vexanyLRUjuCcNy50YSaQ_GCunNhICGmwiBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DBDd2b2_Mw0lIBXXLLMWpDULaBeYm9aUhhId73Sa9EcuAtqLEpA-jzg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cc9c6fe1fc01f4ec4fdd208d5b6b411b8%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636615806874795570&sdata=mJ4aNt5u28l2vdrOkc2UrBn6GEuDrw6u9jfBSul0rSI%3D&reserved=0
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• Timberland Investments: Public timber REITs returned 6.6% YTD through the final Friday of 
April. Rayonier led the sector over the past twelve months. Rayonier, CatchMark Timber and 
PotlatchDeltic outpaced the S&P 500 over the past year and past quarter. From Q2 2017 through 
Q1 2018, approximately 2.1 million acres of industrial timberland transactions closed in the U.S.   

o For information on Forisk's North American Timberland Owner & Manager database, click 
here . 

• Forest Operations: U.S. logging employment again declined year-over-year in every region 
tracked by Forisk. Wage growth also paused across much of the country, with growth seen only in 
the Inland West, Mid-Atlantic and South Central regions. An examination of truck operating costs 
highlights the sensitivity to major cost centers, like diesel and labor, and the substantial cost 
savings from hauling additional payload.  

• Timber Markets, U.S. South: Nearly 1.1 BBFT of new sawmill capacity was announced or 
captured since last quarter's report. Alabama, Georgia, and Arkansas have the largest increases in 
projected lumber production. A growth-to-drain analysis reveals that East Texas, Texarkana, 
southern Georgia and northern Florida have tighter markets.  

To learn more about the Forisk Research Quarterly (FRQ), click here  or contact 
Brooks Mendell at bmendell@forisk.com,  770.725.8447. 

 
 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Fax: (225) 578-4251; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
Web Site: www.LFPDC.lsu.edu  
 

 
 
President, Forest Products Society; President, WoodEMA i.a. 

                                                                                        

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001mg_PPk-6epPl-k3YijfsgY8X_5xOf73I0PH3hjrVVlR70T0B9itR463rKdBRAXDU1EXbxMntha6-pulMGthQ8os6PIFx8AuN3axZjjhx2h3mDLEY1knc1q2gZ9N5RRFb0CF9NW5eMmxE2d6_6fZqIRL1y7Z5I7kGycKFEvHjpwzAzfpqNy4SyychT8ZYUv9WO6hLpVP3dnhJesAZ_cmpMPLyFl4jCqWF%26c%3D0IWQkuj0r5jl9TX-r7vexanyLRUjuCcNy50YSaQ_GCunNhICGmwiBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DBDd2b2_Mw0lIBXXLLMWpDULaBeYm9aUhhId73Sa9EcuAtqLEpA-jzg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cc9c6fe1fc01f4ec4fdd208d5b6b411b8%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636615806874795570&sdata=Ew0sDRyHvFvuEpHt881iVtKvz6BIe0oP%2BjDX4RvLuF4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001mg_PPk-6epPl-k3YijfsgY8X_5xOf73I0PH3hjrVVlR70T0B9itR463rKdBRAXDU1EXbxMntha6-pulMGthQ8os6PIFx8AuN3axZjjhx2h3mDLEY1knc1q2gZ9N5RRFb0CF9NW5eMmxE2d6_6fZqIRL1y7Z5I7kGycKFEvHjpwzAzfpqNy4SyychT8ZYUv9WO6hLpVP3dnhJesAZ_cmpMPLyFl4jCqWF%26c%3D0IWQkuj0r5jl9TX-r7vexanyLRUjuCcNy50YSaQ_GCunNhICGmwiBQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DBDd2b2_Mw0lIBXXLLMWpDULaBeYm9aUhhId73Sa9EcuAtqLEpA-jzg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7Cc9c6fe1fc01f4ec4fdd208d5b6b411b8%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636615806874795570&sdata=Ew0sDRyHvFvuEpHt881iVtKvz6BIe0oP%2BjDX4RvLuF4%3D&reserved=0
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