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Ghana Ready to Implement Legal Timber Agreement
Date: Dec 02 , 2018 , 17:22
BY: Mary Mensah

Ghana is now ready for the final assessment of the
Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) that will ensure
that timber and timber products exported to the
European Union (EU) come from legal sources.
The implementation of the final assessment will enable
Ghana to begin the issuance of the Forest Law
Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) licence.

The Director of the Timber Validation Department of the
Forestry Commission, Mr Chris Beeko, announced this at
the Food and Agricultural Organisation FAO-EU FLEGT
programme on knowledge-sharing among three countries, Ghana, the Democratic Republic of Congo and
the Laos People’s Democratic Republic in Accra.
The programme, comprising a two-day conference, field trips and discussions on challenges which each
country is facing in developing its VPA and timber legality assurance system (TLAS).
Both the DR Congo and the Laos People’s Democratic Republic have sought support in moving forward
with their own trade agreements with the EU and expressed interest in details of Ghana’s experience.
Forestry commission

The programme was organised by the Forestry Commission with support from the FAO-EU Forest Law
Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) programme.

Ghana was the first country to sign onto the EU VPA 10 years ago to enable it export logs to the European
market.
Mr Beeko said the VPA between the EU and a timber-producing country was a legally binding trade
arrangement that enjoined timber-exporting countries and businesses to develop verification systems to
demonstrate that legal processes were applied at every stage of the value chain.
He said that included timber harvesting, the transportation and storage of logs, and the processing and
exporting of finished wood products.
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FLEGT Action Plan

Mr Beeko indicated that the FAO-EU FLEGT Programme was a part of a global network of actors
supported by the EU to implement the FLEGT Action Plan, adopted in 2003 by EU member states in
response to the global environmental, economic and social consequences of illegal timber trade.

He said the EU was a major donor for the FAO-EU FLEGT Programme, as well as the Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency and the Department for International Development
(DFID) of the United Kingdom.

The Action Plan, he said, outlines a series of supply and demand side measures to improve forest
governance and legality in the forest sector and ultimately enable Sustainable Forest Management (SFM).
“In 2009, Ghana signed a VPA with the EU as part of the FLEGT programme. The VPA is designed to
ensure that timber and timber products exported to the EU come from legal sources.”

According to the FAO Forestry Officer, Marc Vandehaute, “The multi-country approach to knowledgesharing allows participating countries to widen their exposure to lessons and experiences from other
regions while making it possible for the host country to meet various requests with a single event.”

For his part, Mr Joachin Kondi, Project and Focal Point Coordinator of the Forest Economy Ministry of
Congo said Congo signed onto the agreement in 2010, but started full implementation in 2013.
He said although they were faced with numerous challenges, the FLEGT?VPA process is making
significant progress and hoped to learn from the Ghana experience.
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