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Highlights from the Q1 Forisk Research Quarterly  
 

 

Timber Price Forecast 

Recently, we posted analysis related to forecasting North 
American timber prices and forest industry activities: 

. Timber REITs Turnaround in 2019 and Look to 2020 

. U.S. Housing Starts Outlook, Q1 2020 Update: 
Another Decade of Gains? 

. Timberland Turnover: What Does U.S. Deal Flow 
Look Like in Forestry? 

. Localized Wood Demand and Logging Capacity: 
Perspective Matters 

. Canadian Wood Pellet Exports, Q1 2020 Update 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Q1 2020 Forisk Research Quarterly (FRQ) includes industry analysis and market forecasts through 2029 
for timber prices, logging costs, softwood lumber production, structural panels production, paper and 
paperboard production, forest supplies and ownership, and wood bioenergy markets. Our feature article 
evaluates past performance of Forisk’s Northern hardwood and Southern pine forecast models in the face of 
changing market conditions. Our market summary, “Forisk and the Trees” includes a discussion on the 
impact of tariffs, timberland transaction volume, and forest industry executive comments on the role of risk. 
“Forisk Facts & Figures”, Forisk’s quarterly “story in three slides,” discusses mechanization and employment 
in assessing logging capacity.  
 
 
Select FRQ findings include: 
 

. Macro and Housing: Real GDP grew 2.3% in 2019. Unemployment remained close to a 50-year low. 
Inflation rose year-over-year. Forisk projects U.S. housing starts of 1.347 million for 2020, up 4.5% 
over 2019 actuals. Canadian housing starts declined 2.0% in 2019.  

 
. Lumber: Forisk’s Base Case projects U.S. softwood lumber consumption increases 2.7% in 2019, 

while production increases 4.1%. Total North American softwood lumber capacity reaches 73.0 BBFT 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UD4hQksC7t2sBqpPN8U4bLedQtQKhNggOPMNitFna50MlNNW9krzN3ZjDQL-0I_OxEo1urXYLqGzKczdsobLYxM5TDa877khDsJDdgNZGnVSjSQ2z7dqPwmaB-Hld2PU5Qf-Pe-gSZS7NCCD4_4UA2RNNk3P_gL5_iKPi2nDInvB0h5CIewnR1Q%3D%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959792852&sdata=k9Nfln%2BsJOhiJCTC7%2BMys15z7y%2F1uuG2RZPEPek5cUg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UD4hQksC7t2sOORFSFzO2B3gvvJyXf6kI8pcYCwxrKHTiOKm6Jsp-DX6gtzdWDmbULhdactHSQrvIg6Wu59npvbZ4LdbTRGDBbBMZz6-MaAMrZyWWIGiOyHU5vI2DXhc2az2VZpHDJFM-OJoNG1vHhwC4Ru_DTUgC1LAsncySCIncJ72KC_MkGukLAn2fUppkumvhSCoTIi8%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959792852&sdata=eSjwgRg%2Bw0zgUaDUQOCvHK%2BjUrt7IgsL8G8jEeZmNX4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UD4hQksC7t2sOORFSFzO2B3gvvJyXf6kI8pcYCwxrKHTiOKm6Jsp-DX6gtzdWDmbULhdactHSQrvIg6Wu59npvbZ4LdbTRGDBbBMZz6-MaAMrZyWWIGiOyHU5vI2DXhc2az2VZpHDJFM-OJoNG1vHhwC4Ru_DTUgC1LAsncySCIncJ72KC_MkGukLAn2fUppkumvhSCoTIi8%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959792852&sdata=eSjwgRg%2Bw0zgUaDUQOCvHK%2BjUrt7IgsL8G8jEeZmNX4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UL22_GF48F6G67Uf5Mmhpk1bXpgSCv2bkygUUXaEi0pT7FKwB4HIClrRNfIqgAZ4MHIXXnJDuSexecBszux1wQKVjm0XEKxPd2mxs5pitDxaak-oUY3KvXpw5f6TexUx3vnxPYJWQ53ZjjS6UCGZwGzt9B3JhNfmLbMbTOR38xO2QxXbdri-wyWxJs9JZdUm925qJWbNX6AznkZG5hyDMzU%3D%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959792852&sdata=pJi6kZDkPuipGr%2BojkLsuVW30RgQM7l%2Fzd3mkQ5m02M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UL22_GF48F6G67Uf5Mmhpk1bXpgSCv2bkygUUXaEi0pT7FKwB4HIClrRNfIqgAZ4MHIXXnJDuSexecBszux1wQKVjm0XEKxPd2mxs5pitDxaak-oUY3KvXpw5f6TexUx3vnxPYJWQ53ZjjS6UCGZwGzt9B3JhNfmLbMbTOR38xO2QxXbdri-wyWxJs9JZdUm925qJWbNX6AznkZG5hyDMzU%3D%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959792852&sdata=pJi6kZDkPuipGr%2BojkLsuVW30RgQM7l%2Fzd3mkQ5m02M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UD4hQksC7t2sX1dUAArpJQftq00i_S3u57rfNui7wNQxQT23KotK4Y2ppaVwixJ4uiUOYvzQmogxcrzSIaoRqNaXVidHjYW2sxKXrjL9rsypy415jucU9HvziKaB29CYi5IdMz0-bUrsgV3rvcueUEQRNkXBQ01k2xyiAY9Phe3ufNXRzrRFoFniMtZpJJWLV9ds9gimYPA4%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959802844&sdata=112TScMPgaWjysbaFoUioqQ47Pj4qWbd%2B33vQax0uXs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UD4hQksC7t2sX1dUAArpJQftq00i_S3u57rfNui7wNQxQT23KotK4Y2ppaVwixJ4uiUOYvzQmogxcrzSIaoRqNaXVidHjYW2sxKXrjL9rsypy415jucU9HvziKaB29CYi5IdMz0-bUrsgV3rvcueUEQRNkXBQ01k2xyiAY9Phe3ufNXRzrRFoFniMtZpJJWLV9ds9gimYPA4%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959802844&sdata=112TScMPgaWjysbaFoUioqQ47Pj4qWbd%2B33vQax0uXs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UD4hQksC7t2s_hB4_MGf6zuEDtPOo3FaAyAC5Don-52hntBKluqKKRyEYLywl1B4ObH_PRXg_9m2t9PSYkj8sj1rl9jZWHjVRjPi9s-lNWo5EQkBkRAWoNS9s23uDJSfhZuN3MUC00TQJPmzK86L537k6qFrg32bt9S2V4hDcU4fQR5AYJ0u4T8%3D%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959802844&sdata=WvPWgWjOUmy90JM1A1cM75cwv5JLiv5YvN9akg8h%2Ft4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UD4hQksC7t2s_hB4_MGf6zuEDtPOo3FaAyAC5Don-52hntBKluqKKRyEYLywl1B4ObH_PRXg_9m2t9PSYkj8sj1rl9jZWHjVRjPi9s-lNWo5EQkBkRAWoNS9s23uDJSfhZuN3MUC00TQJPmzK86L537k6qFrg32bt9S2V4hDcU4fQR5AYJ0u4T8%3D%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959782860&sdata=35P5eqCaqz3Xx%2BQEDTwXLw561aObKs5RVq0l4ISneTo%3D&reserved=0
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in 2020; in the U.S. South, capacity climbs to nearly 25 BBFT, while western Canada declines closer to 
16 BBFT. Quarterly softwood lumber prices were up 5.6% from one year ago.  

 
. Structural Panels: Forisk projects Base Case U.S. OSB and plywood consumption to increase 3.1% to 

31.9 billion square feet (BSF) in 2020. North American structural panel capacity was 40.2 BSF in 2019. 
North American OSB capacity declined 6.3% in 2019.  

 
. Pulp and Paper: Total pulp/paper production increased 0.7% last quarter, driven by packaging 

(1.3%) as reported by AF&PA. The packaging industry remains the top consumer of U.S. recovered 
paper, but exports remain a key market. Forisk expects U.S. pulp and paper production to decline 
3.9% over five years, despite moderate growth in packaging and household sectors.  

 
. Wood Bioenergy:  Forisk analysis suggests wood use for “viable” bioenergy projects in the U.S. could 

reach 80.8 million tons per year by 2029. Through November 2019, U.S. wood pellet export volumes 
increased 17% year-over-year, while Canadian wood pellet exports declined 2.0%. North American 
wood pellet capacity projects to reach 19.8 million metric tons in 2020.   

. To download the free Wood Bioenergy US Summary, click here.  

. For information on the Wood Bioenergy US database, click here.  
 

. Log & Chip Exports: Through November 2019, exports of all roundwood and chips declined by 15% 
on a year-over-year basis. U.S. softwood log exports were down 38%, while U.S hardwood log exports 
decreased 22%. In addition to tariffs, U.S. exporters face near-term headwinds from the increased 
availability of salvaged EU spruce logs to China.   

 
. Timberland Investments: Public timber REITs returned 0.3% YTD through Friday January 24th after 

returning 36.2% in 2019. Among timberland investments tracked in the FRQ, Pope Resources led the 
group with a 71.3% return, largely associated with its announced acquisition by Rayonier. Over the 
last four quarters, over 1.5 million acres of industrial timberland transactions closed in the U.S.   

 
. Forest Operations: North American logging employment was down through Q2 2019. Logging wages 

grew from 1-7% regionally (1-3% in the U.S. and 4-7% in Canada). Trucking employment grew 3% 
year-over-year; freight volume growth remained near 5%. While freight volume continues to outpace 
employment growth, the divergence between the two has slowed from previous years.  

 
. Timber Markets, U.S. South: Last 4Q South-wide average prices declined for all pine and hardwood 

products. The regional pine forecast for 2020 projects increases for grade (sawtimber and chip-n-
saw) and a decrease for pulpwood. The largest increases locally for pine sawtimber are in Georgia, 
Alabama, and South Carolina. Pine pulpwood stumpage prices increase the most locally in Alabama 
and Mississippi.   

 
. Log Prices, Pacific Northwest: Delivered log prices increased in Q4 2019 for most domestic and 

international products. Hemlock increased 2-3% in Washington and Oregon, though Douglas-fir 
export prices declined 3%. Forisk’s Base Case projects an increase in Douglas-fir prices in Oregon in 
2020 following the drop in 2019.    

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UL6M62BUUN1s3FT1tJqebohRY8El7ayyeqUDE2k_7yxpo8V4kgBAPui-8jjut9kXq5DRIHcGe3CYruy4lehj-BNHiYm8UgM0HO-ADQumQFM15jvVcRvuNcclMRTDpL25r4w49qhyG4hLpiPciPb7bUy5MbvEiSSaz69L2TE4ENgu%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959812843&sdata=PN%2FCZBCCKvqtVPfmq2WBw3hl%2F70LlVS4aM%2BNeaMPHiE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UCMaqjxxXFflr8P1Xly2_DLsRtwyJydED23Ibx91wCbTfL2xT7UID5v2soAu53t7Vfl9H_nlUyqoTOQWdrXoj1hxPF4tvRPrU0iXFB8K7YSRjo2tWYzzhgQFLXGukIArSw%3D%3D%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959812843&sdata=7C7wf%2FokPVFm40%2BvFY%2FbQRjy5P9O626dWpGgMo%2Fw4UA%3D&reserved=0
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. Hardwood Markets, U.S. North: The Forisk Hardwood Price Index declined nearly 2% in Q3 2019, 
led by declines in red oak, hard maple, and ash. Over the next five years, hard maple prices are 
projected to increase across regions. Export scenarios suggest price forecasts could shift negative if 
log export declines continue through 2020. New Forisk research confirms hardwood log prices in 
Appalachia track closely with other regions of the North.  

 
To learn more about the Forisk Research Quarterly (FRQ) subscription, click here 
or contact Brooks Mendell at bmendell@forisk.com, 770.725.8447.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803 
Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Fax: (225) 578-4251; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
Web Site: www.LFPDC.lsu.edu  
 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GWoM76s4bn_qyC3BSzP7jJ3Cbu1tM8h3rWQp1Oo7yhRPDrc8gYc6UNKQ3B8kjAuaULPsfA6m7kSnLEOToo7N2FzT7-C9XQYN5NkA094iKzJ7lNd9TV9df2W5uEm1uBQvGTGtjWDyQtEqLBFZUdy75Lb2Y2F3jl-UIMVCkjE8o8seWkSOWeBqSKSyA1VA7h2l%26c%3DaJKPZfJ-UxugUUxuJYjweu_mXSJW9i93wcm94AGk9-0Y9Sny0H3v0A%3D%3D%26ch%3DphZ4eTRU84De76wQqUxpYGjxMxGxuE7D8xJYxpO7SUrYOxChtH1kWw%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C65b6e996738649fc4dc508d7abcddb5b%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637166772959822834&sdata=IEOULY7XA9bNNtss1Tjbyqj0AGzuDIapuqEM0U3zFJk%3D&reserved=0
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http://www.lfpdc.lsu.edu/

