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From my friend and colleague Dr. Rajat Panwar at Oregon State University.

In 2009, the European Union (EU) pledged to curb greenhouse gas emissions, urging its member states to
shift from fossil fuels to renewables. In its Renewable Energy Directive (RED), the EU classified biomass
as arenewable energy source — on par with wind and solar power. As a result, the directive prompted
state governments to incentivize energy providers to burn biomass instead of coal — and drove up
demand for wood. So much so that the American South emerged as Europe’s primary source of biomass
imports.

Earlier this year, the EU was celebrated in headlines across the world when renewable energy surpassed
the use of fossil fuels on the continent for the first time in history.

How marginalized communities
In the South are paying the price
for ‘green energy’ in Europe
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https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2021/07/us/american-south-biomass-energy-invs/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:140:0016:0062:en:PDF
http://www.lfpdc.lsu.edu/

