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Follow up:  No material from Russia or Belarus until the invasion ends 
 
I received this information from Jason Metnick and thought I’d share it with you. Regards, Rich 
 
SFI’s statement - https://forests.org/conflict-timber/ 
PEFC’s statement - https://pefc.org/news/timber-from-russia-and-belarus-considered-conflict-
timber 
  
Jason Metnick 
Senior Vice President, Customer Affairs  
Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Inc. 
2121 K Street, NW; Suite 750 
Washington, DC  20037 
Phone:  602-374-6539 
jason.metnick@forests.org 
www.forests.org   
 

      

FSC: ‘No material from Russia or Belarus until the invasion ends 
March 8, 2022/ By Forest Stewardship Council 

Because of the association of the forest sector in Russia and Belarus with armed invasion, no FSC-
certified material or controlled wood from these countries will be permitted to be traded. 

Forest Stewardship Council [FSC] remains deeply concerned about Russia’s aggressive invasion of 
Ukraine and stands in solidarity with all victims of this violence. With full commitment to FSC’s mission 
and standards, and after a thorough analysis of the potential impact of withdrawal of FSC certification, 
the FSC International Board of Directors has agreed to suspend all trading certificates in Russia and 
Belarus and to block all controlled wood sourcing from the two countries. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fb4o3fY7ElZoSiw-arja-IXTXSslIVAp89hgl6mHctKk2a26rBp3G4IfClkVHRwQDDs6dWE86sSwN-5efsp9McFiEOV_uAoP1pEtF8cKCU8Z7Kk1qHDtcagw_qw6oZ71vok83ZIKyn_Ck1Loull7NtcHjPoRGYIFn5N9taqDmQ2ZctegERUCHrsSGkzoasrc1l-7bzH7LcnYIUZcpHJXKqX_zo6b73WPvRAClTZYS5yJm9zF0RTxpwSrPxrhze5WhHFk86pdltOSUS9HOY-7nMZqa6o7kHzVwlpGaNk_grYcPBjRlm-uk1iQ6dZEVV2EfOzM9qSWM_enDnx2OqrKnHJMghQIR0_vFstolDNLZJVz8tThoNTiBtW4p8BSaBW5rS50NtOy8UepquKaQH5bwPm5iKbO08Fax00zjdQdpjYEylNsLupi8NN3uw5ReUh32x1MFvO9yXYvIn3a7TnSc8bA%7E%7E&data=04%7C01%7CRVlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C4b43095a9b9448e7ef8f08da1196e833%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637841637096371517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Zialp1jcESXpfEOVpUfbyrG9tDSnoRial0D%2BMr8nLV8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fb-B1qlnN-ihPLgKfvgSb0V8FBYmvCiTxVtXVEztaNdztMT2r8J390a5Kt5EhOaPkY7xnxfNA-aI_Mm1v2hOfzGM9a-mUAuL-0TkDCVNh61Yo7vBVqponsE69gIHHKBmXghNmFzt_fF4r2bM8i90YBAS2ZTqQJXW6c4spZ2i2R10lrOy7JWASjhDMjrP2pxHsmmW-vXLWH2r2Ei3rUjpLh6-zZJltXj6D8VoqORQQenNxkDOk-iSs7x72rG19XmNsfSIl1QLTfQi1XjUpyZlPc4PHRrixLEkA0d3uKIkqO9LiFHO06z6dcl4LLPGpMwRHwN1zRCDa90YWuDZAaHPTJafolWSLkgnODieXVRxhNEJgyPBuv-XDr_TsGsqnEPOw2m-GtNo4V0DZ9r40XefQqjhz7yXDyU9qKFuqISGXD27DKzuZWTZhv9kir1q6bx6WREctHbpnOVy5WeIbEiIBpxSUFjv9y3FLvTbHB5ebEyWHDSv79SW_zxwkPOfpp-dS1&data=04%7C01%7CRVlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C4b43095a9b9448e7ef8f08da1196e833%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637841637096371517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jZ7eAYU45cXgck6Nbs9oVt%2FMKlQYSLpFO2nvkQaG9tI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3Fb-B1qlnN-ihPLgKfvgSb0V8FBYmvCiTxVtXVEztaNdztMT2r8J390a5Kt5EhOaPkY7xnxfNA-aI_Mm1v2hOfzGM9a-mUAuL-0TkDCVNh61Yo7vBVqponsE69gIHHKBmXghNmFzt_fF4r2bM8i90YBAS2ZTqQJXW6c4spZ2i2R10lrOy7JWASjhDMjrP2pxHsmmW-vXLWH2r2Ei3rUjpLh6-zZJltXj6D8VoqORQQenNxkDOk-iSs7x72rG19XmNsfSIl1QLTfQi1XjUpyZlPc4PHRrixLEkA0d3uKIkqO9LiFHO06z6dcl4LLPGpMwRHwN1zRCDa90YWuDZAaHPTJafolWSLkgnODieXVRxhNEJgyPBuv-XDr_TsGsqnEPOw2m-GtNo4V0DZ9r40XefQqjhz7yXDyU9qKFuqISGXD27DKzuZWTZhv9kir1q6bx6WREctHbpnOVy5WeIbEiIBpxSUFjv9y3FLvTbHB5ebEyWHDSv79SW_zxwkPOfpp-dS1&data=04%7C01%7CRVlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C4b43095a9b9448e7ef8f08da1196e833%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637841637096371517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jZ7eAYU45cXgck6Nbs9oVt%2FMKlQYSLpFO2nvkQaG9tI%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.emailprotection.link%2F%3FbMTQ5V4iyDgtfe9TRTaxvsthFJdU9gZlCYqvH3q9oD8ELsRVWrQP6pEpx8NeLrtS_hGxUt4x75KFWkTiSzklFn8c1ZpCVP2mGnYDARCXQyHwfveKAkX1gOSHuxqfQTPxjWjAubruSeVeTanU1HotzvLjekHLIiAiiHnL4SJlwipUCjL0u3GBGlKM9RtT_6JtywZNrHB6pI1LodPhfBYGQImeZVHXmPmHBBGv23YjWNF2iVBtugXTKoe4fREjeJp8LNGHEMwWthajAulLKc6wvvfT9v8GLJBE0xgsSDTArB_ksWUOsaf0t1Qi3JDZn0avSJdpww30oZkp3Z06ci-CpWd3OcnO3vy6OXba3dt-1mk0A4cp0DyXCwkRxGjyt983pn45Jk49GVRE3Cc6HpnEtH2HsIfz38LKuptvzj_I8F0mCAI1SWI0_3baH46SHQ0znBmFL0knCOOCRunWxZYYt1A%7E%7E&data=04%7C01%7CRVlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C4b43095a9b9448e7ef8f08da1196e833%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C637841637096371517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9uhzFpp8SbYREJ96LbSEuMuQm9JRknZCh4NDZkDy7Vg%3D&reserved=0


 31 March 2022 
 

SENT TO LSU AGCENTER/LOUISIANA FOREST PRODUCTS DEVELOPMENT CENTER - FOREST SECTOR / FORESTY PRODUCTS INTEREST GROUP 

2 
 

This means that wood and forest products from Russia and Belarus cannot be used in FSC products or be 
sold as FSC certified anywhere in the world as long as the armed violence continues. 

FSC will continue to closely monitor the situation and is ready to take additional measures to protect the 
integrity of its system. 

“All our thoughts are with Ukraine and its people, and we share their hopes for a return to peace. We also 
express our sympathy with those people in Belarus and Russia who do not want this war,” said FSC 
director general, Kim Carstensen. 

To continue to protect forests in Russia, FSC will allow forest management certificate holders in Russia 
the option of maintaining their FSC certification of forest management, but no permission to trade or sell 
FSC-certified timber. 

Carstensen explained: ‘We must act against aggression; at the same time, we must fulfil our mission of 
protecting forests. We believe that stopping all trade in FSC-certified and controlled materials, and at the 
same time maintaining the option of managing forests according to FSC standards, fulfils both these 
needs.” 
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Richard P. Vlosky, Ph.D. 
Director, Louisiana Forest Products Development Center 
Crosby Land & Resources Endowed Professor of Forest Sector Business Development 
Room 227, School of Renewable Natural Resources 
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Phone (office): (225) 578-4527; Fax: (225) 578-4251; Mobile Phone: (225) 223-1931 
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