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As the end of the year approaches, fiber markets remain tumultuous across North
America. Slowing sawmill operations in Western Canada are exacerbating fiber
shortages, as pulpmills also announce production curtailments. Meanwhile, slowing pulp
production in the U.S. South places further downward pressure on fiber prices as quotas
abound for logging contractors in the region.

Fiber prices rose to record levels in the U.S. Northeast and U.S. West in Q4 2022. Regional
differences in fiber prices are as great as they have ever been with prices for roundwood
and chips varying by 100% or more on some products between the highest and lowest
average cost across North American regions (See Figure). Maritimes fiber prices are
among the lowest in North America, helping explain reports of chips being barged into
Maine to ease record high fiber prices there. Southern fiber prices are also comparatively
lower, which continues to support the shift in virgin fiber pulping capacity towards the
U.S. South over the past decade.


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforisk.com%2Fblog%2F2022%2F12%2F16%2Fq4-2022-fiber-market-summary%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C8c95ccf1940c450d8c0708dadf8e40f3%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638068099360346749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2F3jCZZ7hgI%2FPx58mCPzIPUBwWfYN8Qt7m1HwILGWiI%3D&reserved=0
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Figure. Pulpwood roundwood prices across North America, Q4 2022 (US$/odmt).

Labor availability factored into higher prices in both the Northeast and U.S. West. A lack
of logging capacity contributed to significant hardwood fiber scarcity in the Northeast,
while a labor strike at Pacific Northwest Weyerhaeuser operations constrained softwood
fiber availability there. The U.S. South remains a contrast as South Central prices fell for
the quarter for all fiber types and Southeast prices were lower to stable. Dropping diesel

prices are providing some relief to logging contractors, though fuel prices remain well
above 2021 levels.

Click here to learn about the Forisk Wood Fiber Review (FWFR), which has tracked
pulpwood, wood chip, and biomass markets in the U.S. and Canada since 1983.


https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforisk.com%2Fproduct%2Fforisk-wood-fiber-review%2F&data=05%7C01%7Crvlosky%40agcenter.lsu.edu%7C8c95ccf1940c450d8c0708dadf8e40f3%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C638068099360346749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=skrJFNGGwMiDNYXGCUAXsAWlVYhQbVc56lN%2FV7ne0rs%3D&reserved=0
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