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It extends the life span of lumber, but the 
Environmental Protection Agency says arsenic 
treated wood might cut life short for our children.

“EPA chops down potential killer”, 24 Hour News 8-Grand Rapids, MI, 
December 29, 2003



"I believe this is a children's safety issue," 
Crow pleaded. "If you don't protect these 
children, their blood will be on your hands."

Rep. Larry Crow, Palm Harbor, Florida, after his bill to ban arsenic-treated 
wood from Florida's public playgrounds failed to pass.

“Wave of opponents kills Crow's treated-wood bill” St. Petersburg Times,
November 28, 2001 







“The amount of arsenic that could be absorbed 
from playground soil and CCA treated wood is 
not significant compared to natural sources and 
will not result in detectable arsenic intake."  

“The level of arsenic in or around CCA treated 
wood in playgrounds and recreational facilities 
does not appear sufficient to adversely affect the 
health of children or adults." 

“Panel Finds No Danger From Playground Wood”,  The Florida Physicians 
Arsenic Workgroup, August 8, 2002



“The risk of immediate illness from short-term 
exposure to chemicals from CCA-treated wood is 
low. Although arsenic can be poisonous at very 
high doses, the amounts measured on CCA-
treated wood are a thousand times less than a 
lethal dose." 

Chromated Copper Arsenate-Treated Wood (Pressure Treated Wood). 
Fact Sheet. Toronto Public Health, Canada. July 2003.



Sample Frames:
1) Census of 188 playground equipment manufacturers
2) A national random sample of 2,800 playground equipment 

purchasers

• The source of sample frame information is U.S. census data 
purchased from Best Lists, a national survey list company.

• The method of data collection was a mail survey questionnaire

• Conducted in 2003

• Survey procedures, follow up efforts and data analysis were 
conducted in accordance with Tailored Design Method (Dillman 
2000)

The Studies



Manufacturers:
• 188: mailed
• 141: adjusted sample size
• 52 returned/useable
• 37% response rate

Purchasers:
• 2,800: mailed
• 2,580: adjusted sample size
• 431 returned/useable
• 17% response rate

Results-Response Rates



Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers
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Playset Materials Manufacturing/Purchase Criteria

Free from as many chemicals as possible

Minimize health risks

Long-term performance

Cost of the play set

Effective years of service

Resistance to harsh climate

Resistance to wood destroying insects

Low maintenance

Resale value
1 2 3 4 5

Scale: 1=Not Important at All; 3=Somewhat Important; 5=Very Important

Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers

PurchasersManufacturers



Concrete

Steel

Naturally durable species 
(cedar, redwood)

Treated lumber products

Perception of the Number of Years Materials Last in 
Weather Exposed Above Ground
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In general, what is your overall perception of treated wood?

Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers
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Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers



Yes
44%

No
56%

Buyers

Yes
64%

No
36%

Suppliers

Would you be willing to purchase/manufacture outdoor
children’s playground equipment that is fabricated
in part with treated wood?  

Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers



Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers
I Understand the Concept of Treating Wood

Scale: 1=Do Not Agree at All; 3=Somewhat Agree; 5=Strongly Agree
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Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers

Manufacturers
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No
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No
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Not Sure
27%
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Purchasers

Do you think that some types of treated wood
are safer than others?



Manufacturers Purchasers
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Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers



Perception of Risk to Human Health from
Exposure to Selected Chemicals

Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers

Not a Risk At All Is a Significant Risk

3%0%58%83%Oxygen

4%0%48%76%Water

14%0%11%29%Zinc

7%0%35%58%Hydrogen

13%3%15%38%Copper

18%8%12%34%Borax

28%13%10%35%Boron

32%24%6%12%Chromium 

84%42%2%2%Arsenic

PurchasersMfgrsPurchasersMfgrs



Desire for More Information on 
Proper Treated Wood Use and Handling

Children’s Playground Equipment Manufacturers/Purchasers
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Implications for the Future



Questions?

For More Information, Contact:

Richard P. Vlosky or Todd F. Shupe
Louisiana Forest Products Development Center

School of Renewable Natural Resources
Louisiana State University Agricultural Center

Baton Rouge, LA 70803
Phone: (225) 578-4527/6432

Fax: (225) 578-4251

Email: vlosky@lsu.edu
tshupe@agcenter.lsu.edu


