














31 Sassafras Light yellow sapwood with dull grayish-brown to orange-brown or dark brown heartwood. Aromatic on
(Sassafras albidum) fresh cut or wet surfaces. Straight-grained, moderately heavy and hard. Quite high in shock resistance,
but at times very brittle. Easily confused with black ash; sometimes sold as black ash.

Availability
Small boats, fence posts, L: Rare L:n/a
millwork, cabinets. V: Rare V:n/a
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Average - Soft Average 7 Good
8 VU |2V e
Nailing: =~ Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Average Fair Average
/ o
Specific gravity: Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =.46 Green=.42 Low 32 Stable

32 Sweetgum (red gum, sap gum)

(Liquidambar styraciflua) White sapwood with pinkish tinge (sold as sap gum). Heartwood pinkish-gray to shades of reddish
brown sometimes with pigment streaks (sold as redgum).
Interlocked-grain, moderately heavy, fairly hard.

¢ LT -
Availability 3 : e A e
Furniture, cabinets, L: Readily L:$ -:I
millwork, ties, baskets. V: Readily V: $$%
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Average Average Average Fair
& U || ¢
Nailing: Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Average Average Fair Average
M
g ﬂ' !
Specific gravity: Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =.52 Green=.46 Medium 36 Very unstable
26"
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33 Sycamore, American (button wood, plane tree)

(Platanus occidentalis) Whitish to light yellowish or reddish-brown sapwood with light to dark brown or
reddish-brown heartwood. Heartwood not easily distinguished from sapwood.
Irregularly interlocked-grain, very fine texture, moderately heavy and hard.
Good shock resistance.

Availability
Furniture, boxes, pallets, L: Readi.ly L:$
flooring, butchers’ blocks. V: Readily V:$$
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Poor = Average Average _ Good
8 V| 2| e
Nailing: Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Average Average Good Average
ﬂ .
Specific gravity: Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =49 Green=.46 Medium 34 Stable

34 Tupelogum (water tupelo, sour gum)

(Nyssa aquatica) White to grayish-white sapwood, and greenish or brownish-gray heartwood.
Interlocked grain, fairly heavy and hard. Much softer than blackgum. Uniform
texture, high in shock resistance.

Availability
Pallets, boxes, furniture, L: Rare L:$
baskets, cabinets. V: Rare V: $$R
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Poor . Average Average Good
& | U 2| ¢
Nailing: Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Fine Fine Fair Average 4
fam
#
Specific gravity: Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =.50 Green=.46 Medium 35 Stable
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35 Walnut, black

(Juglans nigra) Whitish to yellowish-brown sapwood with light brown to rich chocolate or purplish-brown heartwood.
Dull luster. Slight odor when worked, straight- or irregular- gramed heavy and hard Sapwood often
steamed to get darker color. Good shock resistance. . - :

Availability L [” i
Furniture, gunstocks, L: Readily L: $88 S n
caskets, cabinets, millwork. V: Readily V: $3$ i _J.Ii ] II.' I
| [ | | | ik
.”II.«'(_'!. [RT
IRt
; | !II | i f'r[ rll
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Good " Hard Fine . Fair
& U & e
Nailing: 9 Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Fine Fine Fair Average
/ g
&l % i
Specific gravity: Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =55 Green=.51 Low 38 Stable

36 Willow, Black

(Salix nigra) Whitish sapwood with light brown to pale reddish or grayish-brown heartwood, with darker streaks
along the grain. Straight-grained, moderately light and soft.

Availability
Boxes, crates, furniture L: Readily L:$
(core stock), excelsior, V:n/a V:n/a
caskets.
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Poor Very Soft Fair Fair
| V| &) ¢
Nailing: 75 Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Fair i Excellent Good
/ St
Specific gravity: Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =.39 Green=.36 Medium 27 Unstable
m——
28



37 Yellow-poplar (tulip tree, tulip poplar)
(Liriodendron tuljpifera) Whitish, sometimes striped sapwood with heartwood ranging in color from clear
yellow to tan or greenish-brown, marked sometimes with purplish, dark green,
blue or black shades. Straight-grained, moderately light and soft.

Availability

Millwork, furniture, interior L: Readi.ly L: $§

plywood cores, cabinets, V: Readily v:$

caskets.
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Average Soft Fair 7 Good

8 U | & ¢

Nailing: . Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Fair Fair Excellent Average
Specific gravity:| Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =42 Green=40 Low 30 Stable

Softwoods

38 Baldcypl'ess (red, yellow and tidewater cypress) Pale yellowish-white sapwood, merging into heartwood
(Taxodium distichum) which is variable in color ranging from yellowish to light or dark brown, reddish-brown or near

black. Greasy feel to wood, sometimes with sour odor, straight-, even-, or uneven-grained, coarse

| f [ r Il textured, moderately heavy and hard. Prone to localized fungus attack (“pecky”
|’ [ '{ ,I cypress). Old-growth very resistant to decay.

i f i ‘ | 8

I ’ | _||. J i

Availability

! i(_[ il i N Paneling, furniture, cabinets, L: Readily L: $§
| ’,I I il t i siding, trim, poles, pilings, V: Readily V: $$
e ties.
H i
JLITEE
T Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Average Average Fair Poor
S K
Nailing: Gluing: Carving:
Average Fair Average
o
Specific gravity: | Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =46 Green=.42 Low 32 Stable
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39 Plne, Southern Group composed of 5 species of pine very difficult to separate. Nearly white

(Pinus spp.)

to yellowish or orange-white sapwood with yellow to orange to reddish-brown or light brown heartwood.

Very resinous, slight odor, straight-grained, but sometimes uneven-grained, moderately heavy and hard.

Availability

Poles, timbers, piling, L: Readily L: $$

construction, interior finish, V: Readily V: $$

pallets, excelsior.
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:

Average Average Fair Fair
o | U | &
Nailing: Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Fine Fine Good Average
RN

Specific gravity: Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =.51 Green=.47 Low 36 Stable

40 Redcedar, Eastern

(Juniperus virginiana)

when worked, even-grained, fine textured, moderately heavy, hard.

Availability
Fence posts, chests, ward- L: Rare L: $$
robes, millwork, pencil slats, V: Rare V: $$$
flooring.
Machining: Hardness: Splitting: Finishing:
Good Average Fair Good
Nailing: 7 Screwing: Gluing: Carving:
Average Average Good Average
i
Specific gravity: Shrinkage: Weight: Stability:
Dry =47 Green=.44 Very low 33 Very stable
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White sapwood, with purplish or rose-red heartwood, aging to dull red or reddish-brown. Aromatic
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Other titles available from the Louisiana Cooperative

Extension Service; telephone - (225) 388-4087

Seasoning to Prevent Defects in Green Wood, Pub. 2642

Glues and Gluing Wood, Pub. 2587

Wood: Its Nature and Properties for Woodworking, Pub. 2582

Designing Furniture: Average Sizes, Pub. 2615

Stabilizing and Bending of Wood for the Hobbyist, Pub. 2643

Why and How to Market Wood Products, Pub. 2645

Causes and Control of Wood Decay, Degradation and Stain, Pub.2655

Louisiana Dry Kiln Club Newsletter (published quarterly)

A Planning Guide for Small and Medium Size Wood Products Companies (USDA publication)
A Marketing Guide for Manufacturers and Entrepreneurs of Secondary-Processed Wood Products (USDA publication)
Simplified Guidelines to Hardwood Lumber Grading (USDA publication)

Other titles available from the Louisiana Forest Products Laboratory
telephone - (225) 388-4255

An Overview of the Louisiana Secondary Wood Products Industry

An Overview of the Louisiana Primary Solid Wood Products Industry

An Overview of Agroforestry Waste Production and Use in Louisiana
Electronic Directory of Primary and Secondary Wood Industry in Louisiana
A Tree I See: A video story of Louisiana’s Forest Industry

Complete Publications List



g T T -
- -

Visitthe Ag Center website: http://www.agctr.Isu.edu/wwwac
or the Forest Products website: http://wwwlfpl.forestry.lsu.edu
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