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management (SFM).

External Factors Questions to Consider | Fofest Resource Base B Extra

Changes in Markets, Product Demand, | Actors
and Economic Environment

Absolute demand for forest products is

growing as a result of population increase

and economic changes.

Increasing trend toward globalization of
markets and sources of raw material.
Worsening poverty in some areas increases
pressure on forest resources as people meet
short-term survival objectives.

Increasing national debt encourages

accelerated exploitation of natural resources.
Consumer acceptance of new or substitute
products appears to be increasing (public
attitudes, ethics and values are changing

[e.g. conservation ethic]).

New market trends are emerging

(“green” marketing and consumerism).
Certification movement is increasingly active. -

Key Features

Changes in Quality and Size of

Resource Base

Natural and human-made disasters, deforesta-

tion, climate change are reducing regenerative

‘capacity of forests.

Competing uses for the forest resource base

(forest conversion for agriculture, mining, and

energy development) are stronger.

Common response to forest species scarcity

is either to develop technology to harvest : : Differing
remaining population or to identify acceptable : ini
substitute species—both impact forest systems. . melons
New resource substitution developments

(under-utilized species, new manage-

ment regimes) are insufficient.

Level of Unsustainable Forest Practic

and lllegal Harvesting ;

Clear resource tenure/ownership

often lacking. _ ¥

Increased numbers of refugees and migrants

temporarily using forest systems. -

Increasing use of extensive swidden agriculture

among pioneering populations.

Alliances of powerful private interests and ; rough . i : § Issues
corrupt government officials are neutralizing ' :
positive impact of SFM policy, regulation,

technology, and education, especially in

Southern countries. I

Legal systems appear impotent to control illegal

logging by powerful vested interests and/or

small-scale harvesters.

Some international logging companies

disregard minimal SFM practice and ignore

extraction agreements. :

hanges in Policy Environmen
New international treaties and conventions
(GATT, NAFTA, ITTA, TFAP, Biodiversity
Convention) have been adopted.
Local, national, and international development
policies now include specific natural resource
management (NRM) provisions.
SFM advocacy, programs, and pressure from
international environmental non-government
organizations are growing.
Policy support for short-term, profit-enhancing
strategies that feature unsustainable forest use
practices (e.g. monocultures) is increasing.

Consequences

Trends in Regulatory Environment

Tariffs and restrictions on trade and commerce,
logging bans, and environmental standards.
Natural resource management laws and

legislation that promote checks and balances.
Forest use guidelines and management
requirements.

Intensity of Research and Development
Efforts/Access to Innovation ]

SFM research agendas are highly diverse and
‘uncoordinated. .

Inadequate mechanisms exist for SFM research
and development (innovation funds, tax breaks.
endowments).- :

SFM enhancing equipment for low impact
wood/sustainable forest product production
are ready but not commercially produced.
Commercializing innovations is difficult
(economy of scale, unfavorable internal rate

of return). - :
Wood industry is usually passive rather than
active in developing and adopting innovations.
Technology trends lead to large, capital-
intensive equipment. :

Strategies

Availability of Education and Information

Conventional media influence is profound and.
pervasive, and does not directly or indirectly
support SFM.

Conservation education seldom addresses
producers, wholesalers, and retailers.
Temporary conservation fads and trends .
oversimplify SFM issues.
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